
Erie County Opiate Epidemic Task Force 

Work Group Monthly Report 

 

Work Group Name:Provider Education and Policy Reform 

 

Work Group Leader:Dr. Gale Burstein 

 

Work Group Chair:Dr. Paul Updike 

  

 

Work Group Meeting Schedule:Conference calls:March 3rd, 17th, and 30th, 2016. Each call 

lasting 60-90 minutes. 

 

 

Summary of meetings/Activities:continued efforts show promising response recruiting Primary 

Care Physicians for required 8 hour Suboxone training @ Catholic Health headquarters 9/10/16. 

Dr .Burstein and David Kaye identified grant opportunity to bring Boston Children's Hospital  Dr 

Levy’s group to Buffalo; train the Trainor for Pediatric care providers in SBIRT and Suboxone 

prescribing. 

Judy Feld and Dr Burstein have tentatively scheduled a meeting with Health Care Insurers to 

standardize prevention activities supported by health plans for May 6th. We are hoping that the 

major local health plans will be represented. 

Dr Burstein attended Senator Gillibrand ‘s press conference announcement requesting CDC to 

address acute pain management guidelines. Dr Updike with Dr Whitney will review established 

guidelines, and make recommendations. 

 

 



Work Group Contact Information:Burstein  Gale, Gale.Burstein@erie.gov Alan Lesse, 

camlesse@buffalo.edu, Richard Blondell, blondell@buffalo.edu, Carolyn Lopez, 

carolynlopez61@gmail.com, DDS Richard E Hall PH D, rhall@buffalo.edu, Donna Sherman, 

Donna.Sherman@va.gov, Judith Feld, Judith.Feld@independenthealth.com, Karl D Fiebelkorn, 

kdf@buffalo.edu, David Kaye, dlk@buffalo.edu, Kathy Mobaric-Miller, 

kmobmiller@amherst.NY.us, landmark psychiatry@gmail.com , Nancy Nielson, 

nielse@buffalo.com, Paul Wietig, ptwietig@buffalo.edu, Peter Martin, psmartin@buffalo.edu, 

Paul Updike, pupdike@chsbuffalo.org, Robert Whitney, RBWHITNEY@aol.com, Roseanne  C 

Berger, bergerrc@buffalo.edu, Veronica Mason, masonfamilymedicine@roadrunner.com,  

Whitney Walker, wwalker@goodwillwny.org,  Richard Clopper, 

clopper.richard@healthnow.org.  

 

 

 

Support needed? Review current community education message with Barbara Burns group. Dr. 

Bob Whitney volunteered. 

Dr Burstein reaching out to Dan Rinaldo coordinating PAARI project to clarify process for  

treatment facilities referrals. 
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